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PATENT CLAIMS, 



1. Abrasivfc or cutting instrument with a rotating blade having an abrasive or cut- 
ting region at itk distal end, which is connected via a tube to the drive unit disposed 
in the proximal region of the instrument, with a suction passage being provided in 
said tube, 

characterised in thatt an additional irrigation passage is provided through which an 
irrigation liquid is passed to the distal end for cleaning the blade and for assistance in 
exhausting the severed or abraded tissue particles. 



2. Instrument according to Claim 1, 

characterised in that said suction passage is centrally arranged. 



3. Instrument according to Claim 1 or 2, 
characterised in that a handpiece is provided in which said drive unit is accommo- 
dated. 

4. Instrumpnt according to any of the Claims 1 to 3, 

characterised! in that a rotating inner blade and a stationary outer blade are pro- 
vided. 



5. Instrument according to Claim 4, 

characterised m that the gap between said inner blade and said outer blade consti- 
tutes the irrigation passage. 

6. Instrument according to Claim 4, 

characterised in that said irrigation passage is disposed in the instruments in a non- 
symmetrical arrangement, 



7. Instrumenfaccording to Claim 6, 

characterised in that said irrigation passage is disposed on said outer blade. 
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8. Instrument according to any of the Claims 1 to 4, 

characterised in that a hbllow shaft is provided into which said blade and the tube 
attached thereto are inserted so as to form said irrigation passage between said tube 
and said shaft. 



+ 



j£ Instrument according to ClalmX* 



characterised in that said irrigation passage surrounds said blade and said tube in a 
coaxial relationship. 



10. Instrument according to Claim 8 or 9, 

characterised in thiksaid hollow shaft is detachable fastened on said handpiece. 




11. Instrument 
characterised in 
exhausted through 
the instrument is i 



according to any of the Claims 1 to 1 0, < 
thatuhe irrigation liquid passed through said irrigation passage is 
said suction passage without entering the body cavity into which 
ihtrodiiced. 



12. Instrument according to any of the Claims 1 to 1 1 , 
characterised in that said suction passage is flared from the distal towards the 
proximal end. 

13. Instrument according to any of the Claims 1 to 12, 

characterised in that the abrasive or cutting region is provided laterally on said 
blade, and 

that the face of said hollow sha\t extends obliquely along the direction of the longitu- 
dinal axis. 



14. Instrument according to Claim 1 3, 

characterised in that the discharge opening for the irrigation liquid Is so designed 
that at least the bulk volume of thej irrigation liquid is discharged in the region which 
does not serve for abrasion or cutting. 
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15. Instrument according to any of the Claims 1 to 14. 

characterised in that the prdximally provided connectors for said suction and irriga- 
tion passages are coaxially designed. 

1 6. Instrument according to ahy of the Claims 1 to 14, 

characterised in that the proxintelly provided connectors for said suction and irriga- 
tion passages are configured to bfe adjacent to each other. 

17. Instrument according to any qf the Claims 1 to 14. 

characterised in that the proximal provided fitting for said irrigation passage ex- 
tends at an angle of 90° relative to the\longitudinal instrument axis. 



1 8. Instrument according to Claim 17) 
characterised in that the connector for said irrigation passage is provided ahead of 
the handpiece, seen in a direction toward^ the proximal end, so that the outer blade 
will be rotatable relative to the handpiece. 




